
 

Glen Rock Public Schools’  
Reopening Plan 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

During the summer, the New Jersey Department of Education provided NJ schools with 
guidance on how to plan for reopening school buildings in September of 2020. These guiding 
documents can be found here and the CDC guidelines for the reopening of schools can be 
found here.  
 
Throughout the summer, district administrators and teachers worked together to develop the 
best possible plans for safely and effectively opening our schools. The following FAQ is 
designed to provide parents and students with insight into the processes and procedures that 
will be in place as we reopen Glen Rock schools. Be informed that due to changes, regulations, 
or mandates set forth by the New Jersey Department of Education, the state Government, or 
county agencies, the processes and procedures noted herein are subject to change. 
 
The following questions were submitted by members of the community, parents, and students. 
While this FAQ is comprehensive, we understand that this may not address every concern or 
question that the community has about the reopening of schools.  
 

 
 
Sections of the Glen Rock Public Schools’ Reopening Plan FAQ 
 
Health & Safety Questions and Answers   
Emotional Wellness Questions and Answers 
Schedules & Instruction Questions and Answers 
Special Education Questions and Answers 
Aftercare, Athletics, and Social Activities Questions and Answers 
Miscellaneous Questions and Answers 
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Health & Safety  
 

 
Q: How can schools open when there is so much that is unknown about this virus? 

All districts take guidance from the New Jersey Department of Education, the local Office 
of Emergency Management, the Bergen County Health Services and the New Jersey 
Department of Health. These agencies have advised the state Board of Education and 
have deemed the opening of schools possible if social distancing and the wearing of 
face masks is practiced by staff and students. Public comments about the virus may or 
may not be rooted in evidence, therefore we take our guidance from our partner and 
governing agencies.  

 
Q: Will students and teachers be required to fill out questionnaires including recent 
travel history? 

Parents/Guardians will be required to complete a questionnaire each morning using an 
application from their phone. More information will be shared with the community on this 
new procedure. 

 
Q: Will there be hand sanitizer available for students to use in the school? 

Hand sanitation stations containing the CDC’s recommended alcohol base of 60% shall 
be placed in common areas and classrooms. 

 
Q:  What type of masks should the students wear? 

All staff, students and visitors shall be required to wear a facial covering prior to entry 
into the school facilities and will be required to wear a facial covering while in the school 
facilities where social distancing is not feasible. Students will be required to provide their 
own 3-ply facial covering; staff shall be provided 3-ply facial covering by the district. 

 
Q: Will students and teachers be required to have their temperature recorded before they 
enter the building each day? 

All staff members, visitors, and randomly selected students will have their temperature 
checked prior to entering the building; anyone registering a temperature of 100.4 or 
higher will be sent home with a parent/guardian. This is in line with most recent CDC 
Guidelines for Screening K-12 Students.  
 
As we welcome students back to school, we need to make sure we are taking every 
precaution to keep our students and faculty safe.  As part of these precautions, all 
schools in the district  will be using a Daily COVID Questionnaire.  This form is located in 
the Forms section of the Genesis Parent Portal.   Please note that this form will be 
utilized in place of the app that was planned originally.  
 
One form must be filled out per student each morning they are scheduled to learn in the 
school building. Fully virtual students do not have to fill out this form, unless they are 
participating in sports.* The questionnaire must be filled out the morning of school, prior 
to entering the building, and not the night before school by a parent/guardian. Each 
morning, our nurses will be running a questionnaire completion report for every student 
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in the district. If you did not complete and submit the daily questionnaire, the following 
protocols have been adopted: 

1. The child will be removed from the classroom 
2. The child will report to the Nurse’s office 
3. The Nurse will complete a temperature check 
4. You will be called and required to complete the questionnaire via Genesis.  

  
Parents are advised that repeated failure to complete the daily questionnaire may 
result in the parent reporting to the school to either pick up your child or complete a 
paper questionnaire. 
 
Students with chronic illnesses such as allergies and asthma must provide medical 
documentation for their health records. We need to know if your child is sick with new 
symptoms that could possibly be COVID-19. Please only check off symptoms if they are 
new to your child or your child will not be cleared to come to school. 
 
Students who have a fever, diarrhea or vomiting must stay home, even if this is the only 
symptom. Students may return to school after 24 hours fever, diarrhea or vomiting free 
without the use of medications. Students who have two symptoms (including or not 
including fever, diarrhea or vomiting) must stay home. If a student has 2 or more illness 
symptoms medical clearance is necessary for the return to school. Please contact your 
medical provider. Students should also be able to participate in school with no other 
signs of illness or behavioral changes. 
 
Starting September 11th, parents/guardians of athletes who are on virtual instruction 
MUST complete the pre-screening in order for their athlete to participate in sports 
practice or games per NJSIAA rules. Parents/guardians of Fall sports athletes must also 
complete the pre-screening on Saturdays during the season. 

 
Q: Will all students and /or staff be required to test negative for COVID-19 to return to 
in-person instruction? Are teachers who live in hot spots being asked to self quarantine 
prior to the start of school?  

Due to HIPAA and ADA regulations, school districts are not mandated to require testing 
for employees. However, any child, parent, family member, or staff who has been 
exposed to someone with COVID-19, exhibits symptoms of COVID-19, has travelled out 
of state within ten days of attending school, or has traveled internationally within ten 
days of attending school should notify their Principal or School Nurse and follow the 
guidelines above.  
 
We expect that all district employees - and families - who travel out of state or visit hot 
spots will respect the state’s request for self-quarantine.  However, the district cannot 
mandate this as we will not know who has traveled where. Please check this list if you 
have traveled outside of NJ in the last ten days. 

 
Q: Will students and staff be tested for COVID-19 periodically in school knowing that 
many cases are asymptomatic? 

Temperature check points shall be established at each school building’s entrance so as 
to identify staff, randomly selected students, and required visitors who have a fever 
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which may be an indication that an individual may have Covid-19. The district will 
encourage staff and mandate students to take their temperatures at home and remain 
home when an elevated fever is detected. See the graphic above provided by Bergen 
County Health Services.  
 
The CDC does not currently recommend universal symptom screenings (screening all 
students grades K-12) be conducted by schools (please read here). As per the CDC,  

“Symptom screenings will fail to identify some students who have SARS-CoV-2 
infection. Symptom screenings are not helpful in identifying individuals with 
SARS-CoV-2 infection who are asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic (they have not 
developed signs or symptoms yet but will later). Others may have symptoms that 
are so mild, they may not notice them. In fact, children are more likely than adults 
to be asymptomatic or to have only mild symptoms. The exact percentage of 
children with SARS-COV-2 infection who are asymptomatic is still unknown, but 
recent large studies have suggested around 16% of children with SARS-CoV-2 
infection do not develop symptoms. This means that even when schools have 
symptom screenings in place, some students with SARS-CoV-2 infection, who 
can potentially transmit the virus to others, will not be identified.” 

 
The CDC also notes that,  

“Symptom screenings will identify only that a person may have an illness, not that 
the illness is COVID-19. Many of the symptoms of COVID-19 are also common in 
other childhood illnesses like the common cold, the flu, or seasonal allergies.” 

 
Parents or caregivers should be strongly encouraged to monitor their children for signs 
of infectious illness every day. Students who are sick should not attend school in-person. 

 
Q: What cleaning products are being used to clean and disinfect the schools? 

The district has ordered electrostatic sprayers – a backpack and handheld sprayer that 
can spray large areas in shorter amounts of time with a disinfectant that does not need 
to be wiped off. This will be especially helpful in public areas throughout the day at the 
middle/high school and at the elementary schools between the AM and PM sessions. It 
is not possible to wipe down every student desk and chair between the two sessions. 
Using this equipment will allow us to effectively disinfect the rooms between the K-5 AM 
and PM shift. It is not a “fogger” – it is a targeted micro-spray system and is safe on 
surfaces. 
 
We also use the following products for cleaning and disinfecting: 

● EnviroSolutions 72h (ES72H) is a hydrogen peroxide based cleaner. 
● EnviroColutions 64h (ES64H) is a neutral disinfectant cleaner. 

 
They are both green certified and approved to be used in schools. They come in a 
concentrated form and are diluted with dispensing stations in all the schools. 

 
Q: Has Glen Rock invested in air purification systems? 

The district is in the midst of a referendum project and all elementary school unit 
ventilators throughout each building are being replaced and each instructional space will 
also be air-conditioned. Each installed unit ventilator provides fresh air. Windows located 
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in instructional areas have also been evaluated to ensure they are in proper working 
order so as to provide a secondary means of fresh air. When practical, windows will be 
opened to provide additional fresh air. Filter replacements for H&V and HVAC units at all 
of the district’s schools are completed in accord with manufacturer's guidelines and in 
many cases changed earlier than manufacturer guidelines. Filter replacement records 
are maintained in the district’s SchoolDude facility management software program. 

 
Q: How will you maintain safety during Physical Education or Recess? 

Middle School will stagger recess. If two or more groups are participating in recess at the 
same time, students will have at least 6 feet of open space between them. If this is not 
feasible, students will have to wear masks. Students will always wash hands 
immediately after outdoor playtime.  
 
Elementary Schools will stagger outdoor time and establish frequent disinfecting 
protocols.  
 
For Physical Education (GRHS/GRMS only), students will  be encouraged to wear 
comfortable clothing and safe footwear to school that allows for safe movement and is 
appropriate for the weather in order to participate in physical education without the use 
of a locker room. Teachers will mitigate risk, limit and/or eliminate direct contact with 
equipment (lessons with no equipment), and will not allow sharing of equipment. If 
equipment must be shared, teachers will clean and disinfect between each use. 
Teachers will modify curriculum as necessary to avoid units/topics that involve student 
contact (such as team activities) and put greater emphasis on individual activities (such 
as tabata or yoga). wellness, character education, nutrition, etc.  
 
Physical education classes (GRHS/GRMS only) will take place outside when possible. In 
the case of poor weather, PE teachers will coordinate facility use to limit the number of 
students in each area. Students may remove masks during physical activities that 
require social distancing and that take place outdoors (i.e. walking the track, during 
calisthenics, jogging, running, jumping rope). All students must wear masks during any 
Health class. 

 
 
 
Q: What plans are in place for parents who do not feel safe sending their children back 
into school?  

K-5 students who remain home will be able to view and listen to the classroom 
instruction and should follow along with the daily lessons utilizing Zoom technology.  
 
K-5 students who opt for virtual instruction will automatically be assigned as PM 
students, unless programming prohibits it; if/when students return to school, they will do 
so as part of the afternoon cohort. Parents should be advised that there is the potential 
for students that opt out to have a teacher from a different elementary school. 
 
6-12 students whose parents choose to opt out of in-person instruction, students will be 
assigned an “A / B” schedule similar to the assignment to students to selected in-person 
instruction. Students will attend school remotely on their designated day and remote into 
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the classroom using Zoom technology. These students will learn virtually from home on 
the alternate day which is similar to students that selected in-person instruction. For 
example, an “A day” assigned student will attend classes virtually. On the B day, the 
student will complete all assigned work from the previous day’s courses. Students may 
sometimes be required to attend B day sessions at the teacher’s request. 
 
Families who elect to keep their child home for remote learning must commit to remote 
instruction for one trimester (students in grades K-5) or one quarter (students in grades 
6-12). 
 
Requests for returning a child to in-person instruction must be submitted, in writing, to 
the building principal at least 10 days prior to the requested “return to school” date. 

 
Q: How are you going to ensure that students will keep masks on when changing 
classrooms in the hallway? 

Teachers and administrators will be diligent in observing student activity, behaviors, and 
compliance with the CDC guidelines concerning face masks. 

 
Q: How are you going to make sure kids keep their masks on in the bathrooms? 

We cannot guarantee that any student will keep their mask on while in a stall, however 
prior to school opening, multiple messages will be sent to the school community outlining 
our expectations for a safe school environment. 

 
Q: What happens if a child or member of the staff ends up testing positive for Covid19? 

The Bergen County Health Services Department and the County Executive 
Superintendent will be notified. Their guidance, or mandates, and protocols will be 
implemented by the district Superintendent. 

 
Q: In the event that one of my children becomes sick, or a family member becomes sick? 

A student who tests positive must test negative before returning to school. Refer to the 
Bergen County Department of Health website:  
 
 
 

 
Q: What if the procedures outlined aren’t adhered to by the students overall, and we 
become more concerned that the risk is too high to have our children in the building, 
what are our options?  

Families who elect to keep their child home for remote learning must commit to remote 
instruction for one trimester (students in grades K-5) or one quarter (students in grades 
6-12). 
 
Requests for returning a child to in-person instruction must be submitted, in writing, to 
the building principal at least 10 days prior to the requested “return to school” date.. 

 
Q: Can a family choose to move to virtual instruction full time for the remainder of the 
fall/winter and go back in the spring? 
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Families can opt to do this. Be informed that students must remain on Remote 
Instruction for at least one trimester in the elementary schools, and one marking period 
in the middle and high school. 

 
Q: How many cases will trigger a shut down of the school? 

The decision to shut down school will be made by the Bergen County Dept of Health 
and/or the Governor/NJDOE/NJDOH  

 
Q: If there are suspected cases, will  the school  be notified with  follow-up notification to 
parents  that there are X suspected cases awaiting test results or will we be notified only 
if the cases  are confirmed as  positive test results? 

The district can only take action if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a school 
building. The Bergen County Health Services Department will assist in notifying staff and 
families that there was an individual who was at the school who has tested positive with 
COVID-19. The district has designated liaison(s) for the purpose of Contact Tracing. The 
designated liaison(s) will complete the Johns Hopkins University COVID-19 Contact 
Tracing training course. They will work with the Bergen County Health Service to identify 
those who have been close contact to the individual who tested positive. Notification to 
staff and families will maintain confidentiality.  

 
Q: If there is a case at Central does that shut down all the schools or just Central unless 
there is a sibling? 

Should a COVID-19 case arise at any single school, the Bergen County Health Services 
Department and the County Executive Superintendent will be notified. Their guidance, or 
mandates, and protocols will be implemented by the district Superintendent. 

 
Q: Will there be enough time to sanitize classrooms; is the district hiring more staff for 
this specifically?  

Yes, the district is hiring more custodial staff so that all buildings are thoroughly cleaned 
and disinfected throughout the day and in the evenings.  

 
Q: In middle school & high school, with the children having 6 minutes to go from 
classroom to classroom, is that enough time to sanitize the room that was being utilized 
for another class just before?  

Each classroom will be supplied with wipes. During the last minutes of class sessions, 
students will be expected to wipe down their desktop and chair prior to leaving the 
classroom. Covid19 building specific cleaning protocols will be implemented while 
students are in school and after dismissal  and before student arrival. 

 
Q: Is everyone who has been in contact with that person required to quarantine for 14 
days and how will the instruction continue in this case? 

As stated above, the county Health Department and County Executive Superintendent 
will provide guidance on what steps must be taken should anyone contract the virus. 

 
Q: How will the contact tracing be done? 

The district has designated liaison(s) for the purpose of Contact Tracing. The designated 
liaison(s) will complete the Johns Hopkins University COVID-19 Contact Tracing training 
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course. They will work with the Bergen County Health Service to identify those who have 
been close contact to the individual who tested positive. 

 
Q: How often will the kids be asked to use hand sanitizer or wash their hands? 

As frequently as possible and as needed. 
 
Q: If students start touching their masks or pulling them down or find it hard to breathe, 
what will the protocols be around improper mask usage? 

Parents are strongly encouraged to train their child(ren) to wear a 3 ply mask. We 
suggest that they practice wearing a mask prior to school opening. It will be a continuous 
effort by the faculty and staff to teach our students how to properly wear their masks. 
This message will be reinforced during our daily morning meetings. We will also make 
time throughout the day for all students to take a “mask break”. 

 
Q: What will the door procedure be at the start of the school day?  

6-12: Four entrances will be used. The students will be assigned which of the four 
entrances to use. Prior to entering the building, randomly selected students will have 
their temperature checked at a kiosk (kiosks will be placed at each of the four 
entrances). Students who do not register a 100.4 temperature, or higher, will proceed to 
their first class for the day and remain there until the following period begins. Students 
will not be permitted to gather in hallways, in the cafeteria, in the gym, or in the Media 
Center.  
 
K-5:  Kiosk will be located at one entrance. Prior to entering the building, randomly 
selected students will have their temperature checked at the kiosk. Students who do not 
register a 100.4 temperature, or higher, will proceed to their class and remain there for 
the day.  
 

Q: My senior will be able to leave school and come home for lunch.  Can I write a letter 
authorizing him to sign my daughter (sophomore) out and bring her home with him on 
the days that neither of them have a lab or if that doesn’t work from a schedule 
perspective can I sign her out and come get her on those days?  

Grade 11-12 students will be able to leave campus during the lunch period. Senior 
students with siblings in grades 9-10 may take their sibling with them during lunch. Sign 
out protocols will be put into place and will require parent permission. 
 
 

 
Q: How are the students going to stay socially distanced when going to their lockers?  

Students will not be assigned lockers until we are in the Green Phase. During the Yellow 
and Red phase, we will maximize the use of digital textbooks and only provide hard 
copies when absolutely necessary.  

 
Q: How will the bathrooms be monitored and disinfected after each use?  

Bathrooms will be disinfected throughout the day. The district’s maintenance staff, along 
with school personnel, will monitor the cleanliness of the bathrooms.  
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Q: If I have a child sent home with a fever does that automatically require a Covid test or 
a doctor’s note?  

Yes. For the safety of the school community, the district and the Bergen County Health 
Services Department expect that all families will comply with this request.  

 
Q: While they are home, if they are feeling well enough, can they log into the classes that 
they are missing and attend virtually?  

For attendance purposes, the student will receive an “unexcused” absence (the same as 
with any sick day). Students are, however, welcome to participate in their classes to 
whatever extent they feel comfortable and capable. 
Be informed that students must remain on Remote Instruction for at least one trimester 
in the elementary schools, and one marking period in the middle and high school. 

 
Q: If one of my children is sent home with a fever, will his siblings also be sent home?  

Yes. As a precaution and in the interest of health and safety, we will send all relatives 
home should COVID-19 symptoms be reported or a positive test for any inhabitant of the 
student’s home be verified.  

 
Q: If a teacher is sent home with a fever what is the substitute situation?  

We are in the process of hiring several permanent subs that will be assigned to cover 
specific buildings. In grades 6-12, students will be sent to a common learning area (the 
auditorium) staffed by substitute teachers. 

 
Q: Is the district considering outdoor classrooms for some or all of the in-school portion 
of the day, either while weather permits, or even once it gets cold? 

The district has decided against canopies, however, existing outdoor learning spaces will 
be used on a rotating basis for all classes.  Classes will be encouraged to spend as 
much time as possible outdoors, weather permitting.  

 
Q: What measures are being taken to reduce viral loading of indoor air?  

The district is in the midst of a referendum project and all elementary school unit 
ventilators throughout each building are being replaced and each instructional space will 
also be air-conditioned. Each installed unit ventilator provides fresh air. Windows located 
in instructional areas have also been evaluated to ensure they are in proper working 
order so as to provide a secondary means of fresh air. When practical, windows will be 
opened to provide additional fresh air. Filter replacements for H&V and HVAC units at all 
of the district’s schools are completed in accordance with manufacturer's guidelines and 
in many cases changed earlier than manufacturer guidelines. Filter replacement records 
are maintained in the district’s SchoolDude facility management software program.  
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Emotional Wellness 
 

 
Q: How are you handling mental health when students return to school?  

Student and staff social and emotional wellness will be at the forefront of the return to 
school plan. In order for the learning environment to be productive and to meet 
academic needs, students must feel safe and secure as well as connected to their peers 
and teachers. The district will ensure that faculty and staff members have the resources 
they need to implement SEL measures in a proactive manner and that SEL 
programming is a prominent component of school-day services.  

 
Q: How will the district proactively address the mental health impact this has had, is 
having and will have on our kids? 

The instructional committee worked collaboratively with the school counselors, child 
study team and Sage Day counselors as we prepare to reopen. We understand the 
importance and significance of providing students a safe and supportive environment 
upon their re-entry into school, and we are committed to ensuring that the children’s 
social and emotional needs are at the forefront of our return to school plan. Accordingly, 
professional development will be provided to district faculty members prior to the start of 
the school year. We are primarily focused on evidence-based research and programs 
that we can share with teachers and staff as best practices and that counselors can 
utilize as they continue to work in creating a climate and culture that allows students to 
feel safe and comfortable. Specific proactive counseling initiatives may include individual 
counseling, groups, and full class lessons that are infused within the Health/PE 
curriculum and/or delivered as push-in lessons. In addition, needs assessments surveys 
will be helpful in gauging students’ state of mind and overall well-being; understanding 
where the students are will assist us in meeting their varied needs. 

 
Q: How will social/emotional learning be incorporated into the general curriculum? 

Social/emotional learning is currently and will continue to be embedded in the best 
practices that our teachers utilize. Developing a positive classroom climate and culture 
that includes strong teacher-student rapport and respectful peer relationships will lead to 
a productive learning environment. Cooperative groups will foster the skills of 
collaboration, team-building, compromise, and conflict resolution. Project-based learning 
will lead to an increase in critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, creativity, and 
responsible decision making. Differentiated instruction will address the needs of students 
with regard to multiple intelligences, individual learning styles, and executive functioning 
scaffolding. 

 
Q: What will be the role of the guidance counselors in each of the schools? 

School counselors will provide social/emotional, academic, and college/career 
counseling with an increased focus on strategies for a trauma-informed learning 
environment. Individual counseling and small group counseling that highlight healthy 
nutrition, sleep, and exercise habits as well as stress relief and reduction will be 
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available to our students at all grade levels. In addition, school counselors will work with 
classroom teachers to develop a school-wide climate and culture focused on wellness by 
providing resources and/or classroom lessons that emphasize a sense of safety, 
creating connections, and resilience. School counselors will also be at the forefront of 
Identifying students who may be at-risk due to COVID-realted trauma such as personal 
illness, illness or death of a family member, financial hardship, having a family member 
who is a first responder, and/or generalized anxiety/depression, substance use/abuse, 
and/or child abuse/domestic violence. 

 
Q: Will there be breaks for students to remove their masks? 

As per Government directive, the students must have their masks on all day while they 
are in school. 
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Schedules & Instruction 
 

 
Q: What models are the K-5 and 6-12 schedules based on? 

The New Jersey Department of Education released model hybrid programs on June 25. 
The models included A/B rotations that would or could ensure safe teacher and student 
interaction. See this site for more information. Furthermore, we remain in discussions 
and dialogue with surrounding districts - some variation of the A/B is being utilized in the 
high schools and middle schools, and an AM/PM shift model at the elementary schools. 

 
Q: Will all textbooks be available online? 

Most textbooks are available online. Those that are will be utilized. 
 
Q: Will students be able to utilize lockers? 

Students at the middle school and high school will not be assigned lockers until such 
time as the district is in the Green Phase. Students will be able to utilize backpacks.  

 
Q: Is there a plan for an all-virtual learning this school year? 

Should we be required to close the buildings, we do have a remote learning plan in place 
for the district. On the plan released to the community, this is notated as the “Red 
Phase”. 

 
Q: How are teachers expected to answer questions from the students in a fully remote 
learning environment while teaching in the physical classroom?  

6-12: The teachers will have the ability to take questions that the remote learning student 
poses. However, we want the remote learning student(s) to write their questions in the 
chat so that a record of their inquiries is known. Teachers will then be able to provide 
answers or clarity.  
 
K-5: Teachers in the upper grades will have the ability to take questions that the remote 
learning student poses, utilizing the chat feature. Teachers will then be able to provide 
answers or clarity. Teachers who are working with younger students may be provided 
with additional assistance, if available, to monitor students’ questions. 

 
Q: How much interaction will there be between teachers and students during remote 
instruction? 

K-12: Because remote learning students will be watching and listening to the classroom 
lesson, discussion, or activity, the teacher will interact with the at-home student to the 
best of their ability.  
 

Q: What if a family becomes uncomfortable with sending a child to school before the 
school moved from yellow to red and wanted to have their children go virtual? 

K-12: A family may opt out of in-person to virtual at any time. 
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Q:  Will students in elementary school have a chance to meet their teacher in person if 
we start school in the red phase? 

As of now, the elementary schools are planning on having in-person orientations before 
school starts for kindergarteners only with small groups of students. 

 
Q: Can GRHS explore open-air classrooms? 

To the best of our ability, we will make accommodations for teachers to utilize the open 
spaces for instruction. 

 
Q:  Are the elementary schools doing anything to replace the kindergarten evaluation 
that normally takes place in spring? 

We will be sending out surveys to gather more information on incoming kindergarteners 
in lieu of the usual in-person orientation.  

 
Q: Is there enough space for 300 to 400 students just alone in the high school?  Are you 
going to implement opening up classrooms at the Middle/High School for lunch? 

We have studied the campus and facilities. There is adequate space for students and 
staff and we will be in compliance with the mandates from the NJDOE. Grade 11-12 
students will be able to leave campus during the lunch period. Senior students with 
siblings in grades 9-10 may take their sibling with them during lunch.  SIgn out protocols 
will be put into place and will require parent permission. 

 
Q: Will friend groups or possibly grades be split apart during A and B days? 

We have split the A and B groups using alphabetical means per grade. To do otherwise 
created an imbalance for teaching staff. Same household students with differing last 
names will be kept in the same group. We are also working to balance A and B groups 
as best as possible. 

 
Q: Will the attendance policy be altered to reflect our current situation?  

As with all serious medical issues, the district will not penalize a student who is infected 
with COVID-19. Each physician-diagnosed case will be examined individually.  

 
Q: When a teacher knows that she/he will be out for a while, will a substitute teacher be 
hired? 

District administration will handle personnel matters as they arise. 
 
Q: For the Middle and High School A and B days, how many 6th grade students will be in 
each session?  How many students will be in each classroom? 

The average class size at the middle school is 19. After the rosters are fully complete, 
we expect that each classroom would host approximately 9-10 students each day. 
However, there may be courses and sections that are not equally divided between A and 
B students. Regardless, the number of students in each class on any given day will be 
smaller than usual.  

 
Q: Will elementary students have a chance to go outside during the school day? 

Weather permitting, students will be provided with opportunities to go outside for learning 
and exercise while practicing social distancing.  
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Q: For those families that would like to try to create a small classroom environment at 
home, will visibility into curriculum content be made available in advance? 

Teachers will provide a weekly update before Monday morning on lessons and Zoom 
meetings on the Schoology calendar. They will continue to use Schoology, Zoom, and/or 
email to communicate with students/families about learning. District curricula and 
resources (i.e. Schoology, Zoom, K-5 Curriculum Priorities) will be used to design and 
deliver instruction to students. 

 
Q: Will there be any field trips? 

Until further notice, all traditional off-campus field trips will not occur. Extra-curricular 
activities (student organization meetings, club meetings, academic assistance sessions, 
etc.) may be held at each school with approval from the building principal.  All students 
and staff taking part in extracurricular student activities must maintain proper social 
distancing and wear masks, face coverings, gaiters, or cloth masks.  
Any request for the use of a facility after school hours must be presented to the Facilities 
and Security Department as well as the building principal.  A determination of approval 
for the use of facilities will be made and communicated to the requestor. The requestor 
will be responsible for ensuring that all social distancing requirements, disinfecting 
requirements, and proper masking requirements are maintained during and after the 
event.  

 
Q:  Will Gifted & Talented instruction take place at GRMS this fall? 

Yes.  Students that participate in in G&T will still have this experience. 
 
Q: How will remote instruction work for students whose parents elected to keep them 
home… will there be a camera in the room live streaming the class so that both in-class 
and at-home students are seeing and participating in the full class time in a live fashion? 

6-12: Students will be required to Zoom into the classroom to hear and see the 
discussions, lecture, or presentation(s), depending upon the teacher’s lesson plans. 
K-5: Students will be required to utilize Zoom into the classroom to hear and see the 
discussions, lecture, or presentation(s), depending upon the teacher’s lesson plans. 
Where feasible, the district will create virtual sections. Parents should be advised that 
there is the potential for students that opt out to have a teacher from a different 
elementary school. 
  

Q: Is the attendance policy waived for this academic year? 
The Attendance Policy will remain in effect. A student whose absences meet 16 days of 
the scheduled classes for each course may be denied credit for the course. The appeal 
process will remain in effect. Unexcused absences can accrue on both in-school and 
at-home days.  

 
Q: If the attendance policy is not waived, will virtual attendance count toward that seat 
time, even if the child is attending virtually on a day that they are scheduled to be present 
on-site in the classroom? 

No. For attendance purposes, the student will receive an “unexcused” absence (the 
same as with any sick day). Students are, however, welcome to participate in their 
classes to whatever extent they feel comfortable and capable. 
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Be informed that students must remain on Remote Instruction for at least one trimester 
in the elementary schools, and one marking period in the middle and high school. 

 
Q:  Where can I find the Glen Rock Public Plan for Scheduling and Instruction? 

Click this link to access the plan on the district website: shorturl.at/kGZ26  
 
Q: Is the Middle School still moving to 1:1 this September with Chromebooks? 

Yes. Even though the delivery of the new laptops is delayed, the district has enough 
existing devices to ensure 1:1 for students in the middle school. 

 
Q: Will teachers have microphones so students at home can hear them clearly as they 
participate virtually? 

The district has tested the use of document cameras in the classroom as a tool to allow 
fully remote students to participate in class via Zoom. The camera and mic in the 
document cameras can be used to display video and play audio of the lesson being 
taught. Teachers can also use the share screen feature of Zoom to provide the fully 
remote students with any presentations a teacher may be using in class. 

 
Q: Can 6-12 teachers use Zoom everyday to have students be part of their classes when 
they are home?  

Yes.  
 
Q: Will the students change their clothing for Physical Education? 

6-12: No. All locker rooms will be off limits until we reach the green phase of the plan. 
Students will be expected to wear sneakers and appropriate attire on days they have 
PE. 
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Special Education 
 

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 

Q: Will there be a Full Day program for LLD students? 
Yes. Students programmed for the LLD classes at all levels will have the options of 
attending full day classes each day.  

 
Q: How can the District provide additional/supplemental time to bridge the gap between 
resource room learning and gen ed learning? 

Currently, the District is unable to provide additional time, however, all students can take 
advantage of extra help sessions, additional resources that teachers and/or related 
service providers offer. In terms of compensatory education, when school opens up, the 
child study team will make a determination if a student requires additional services. This 
will be done by assessing the student and then developing a program and services to 
address their specific needs. 

 
Q: Resource room is sometimes being held in a shared classroom: two teachers, aide(s), 
many children. Can Social/Physical Distancing be accommodated in these shared 
rooms?  

For rooms where the physical size cannot accommodate social distancing with the 
amount of students, appropriate measures have been taken to relocate those 
students/classes.  

 
Q: How will the district provide compensatory services? 

When school opens up, we will make a determination if a student requires additional 
services, where the student is at, how they are doing and we will develop a program and 
services to address their needs. 

 
Q: How will teachers be able to assess what level the children are on if they do not see 
them on a daily basis, as was the case in the spring? 

Teachers will be utilizing both formative and summative assessments in their 
classrooms.  

 
Q: If the children are only in school for half a day, how will the time discrepancies 
between IEP and actual amount of time in the resource room, for example, be remedied?  

The District will be implementing the program and services in the IEP to the greatest 
extent practical, keeping in mind the structure of the modified schedule and purpose.  
 
Related services will be provided through both an in-person and virtual setting. Every 
effort will be made to accommodate students’ needs to have in-person sessions with 
their related service providers, if parents so choose. While each students’ needs are 
different, it may not be possible to provide all in-person services. If this is the case, 
services will then be provided via a virtual platform.  
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Q: There is a concern about classroom aides that come in and out of multiple 
classrooms. It could lead to cross-contamination of students and teachers.  

Teacher assistants will be present in school. Every effort will be made to minimize the 
amount of classrooms/students of whom each person comes in contact. In addition, staff 
will be provided with a 3-ply face mask, face shield and portable plexiglass divider. 

 
Q: The in-person instruction should be used for what’s “important.” 

The in-person instruction will be used for what is most essential and practical for live 
sessions.  

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL: 
 
Q: Will there be a Full Day program for LLD students? 

Yes. Students programmed for the LLD classes at all levels will have the options of 
attending full day classes each day.  

 
Q: What happens on “B” days? Are students left on their own? Can students Zoom into 
the classrooms when they are at home. 

Students can Zoom into the classroom depending upon the teacher’s plans. Some days, 
“zooming” may be required. But the schedule is being developed to allow students to 
work on assignments during remote days. 

 
Q: Do teachers have to prove that they have read the IEPs? 

Case managers work with each teacher to ensure that they have read and understand 
the IEP. This process occurs with both special education and general education 
teachers.  

 
Q: What is happening with compensatory services? What steps are being taken to 
remediate whatever happened last year?  

When schools reopen in their entirety, the child study team will make a determination if a 
student requires additional services. This will be done by assessing the student and then 
developing a program and services to address their specific needs.  

 
Q: What is happening with collaborative classes? How are students going to be 
grouped? 

Students in collaborative classes will be grouped the same way as their general  
education peers.  

 
Q: Can all collaborative students attend on "A" day, and have the collaborative teacher 
available on "B" day for class with said students. 

There is an equal distribution of student contact time and out of concern for contact, this 
is not optimal. 

 
Q: Can there be one-on-one Zoom with collaborative teachers after school? 

Extra help sessions, at the teachers’ discretion, can be arranged between student and 
teacher.  
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Q: Can we have transition meetings for incoming middle school and high school 
students? 

Yes, transition meetings for both middle and high school will occur.  
 
Q: Can we have a discovery day for special education students? Maybe Guidance and 
Special Services can collaborate. 

Once Discovery Day has been scheduled, special services will be able to plan for  
smaller group accommodations should students require that type of setting.  

 
Q: What is happening with lockers and backpacks. It will be a struggle for students who 
have executive functioning deficiencies. 

We will not be assigning lockers until the school is placed into the “Green Phase”. 
 
Q: Will all textbooks be available online? 

Most textbooks are available online  If they are not, students will be given a textbook. 
 
Q: Will evaluations/testing resume? 

Yes. Evaluations and testing will commence with the appropriate protocol and guidelines 
in place. These will be explained to the parent/child prior to the beginning of testing. As 
per N.J.A.C. parent approval will also be required.  

 
Q: Will IEP meetings/parent meetings be held? 

Yes. Meetings will be held virtually.  
 
Q: How will related services be provided? 

Related services will be provided through both an in-person and virtual setting. Every 
effort will be made to accommodate students’ needs to have in-person sessions with 
their related service providers, if parents so choose. While each students’ needs are 
different, it may not be possible to provide all in-person services. If this is the case, 
services will then be provided via a virtual platform.  

 
Q: How will students’ specific programs be worked into in-person school while still 
allowing students to participate in LRE? 

Students’ programs will be executed as per their individual educational programs into 
each modified schedule.  
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Aftercare, Athletics, & Social Activities 
 

 
Q: How will you handle the mixing between various cohorts in Before Care and After 
Care?  

The children will always be from the same elementary school. We will also try to group 
them with their grade and their class. In the past we have had 70 children in one gym 
before breaking them into smaller groups of 15 – 40. Now we will have groups of 10 – 15 
depending on the size of the rooms we use. We will be spreading children in before care 
and after care throughout the building so they are in smaller groups. Our staff will be 
maintaining cleaning practices as well as working with custodial and facilities to ensure 
these spaces are cleaned and disinfected before and after use. The group the student is 
assigned will always have the same staff member unless they are out. We will be 
utilizing outdoor time, social distancing, having students bringing in their own supplies, 
etc. Everything will be documented, so the district would know where students/staff were 
at any time for contact tracing. Drop off / pick up will also be contactless, so that parents, 
caregivers, etc. are not coming into the building.  

 
Q: How are high school athletics going to run?  

The Glen Rock schools will follow the guidelines set up by the NJSIAA for the 
resumption of Interscholastic Athletics. We will begin Phase 1 of their plan for summer 
workouts on Monday August 3rd and will follow all safety measures that are required. 
When Phase 1 is completed some of our teams will enter Phase 2 before the cutoff date 
of August 28th. The NJSIAA has recently announced that the length of the fall season 
has been shortened and we are in the process of reworking schedules so that we can 
cut down on transportation to try and reduce the length of time our teams will have to 
travel on busses to games. As the summer progresses and the NJSIAA releases new 
protocols we will strictly adhere to them. We understand that the resumption of 
Interscholastic Athletics is a work in progress, and we are working with our school doctor 
and athletic trainer to do everything possible to try and ensure the health and safety of 
our athletes and coaches. 

 
Q: Will there be Middle School athletics this year? 

The athletic department is following all guidelines mentioned above in the previous 
question and have been in touch with some other middle schools in the area to see if 
there will be competitions. More information will be shared from the athletic department 
as we get closer to the start of the school year. 

 
Q: Will there be orientation for incoming 6th graders? 

We are planning for an abridged 6th grade orientation in late August. The principal and 
Assistant Principal will communicate specifics to the families. The principal and Assistant 
Principal will communicate specifics to the families.  
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Q: Will there be any orientation for the incoming freshman?  
We are planning for an abridged 9th grade orientation in late August. The principal and 
Assistant Principal will communicate specifics to the families. The principal and Assistant 
Principal will communicate specifics to the families.  
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Miscellaneous 
Q: What if a middle or high school student forgets to bring lunch to school? 

Pomptonian Food Services will not be operating. Therefore, It is vital that all middle and 
high school students are well prepared for their in-person instructional day and bring a 
bagged lunch to school. As noted in the plan, “Parents, family members, or designees 
will not be able to drop off items during the school day. The delivery of food or any other 
items from an establishment will not be permitted during the school day” 

 
Q: Will all schools have increased security and protection of our students/staff? 

The district has budgeted for additional security personnel for the 2020-2021 school 
year. This will bring the Security Department personnel to four, including an additional 
security guard for the elementary schools.  

 
Q: How will fire drills, lockdowns and evacuations be handled? 

The NJ Department of Education's Office of School Preparedness and Emergency 
Planning has provided guidance for all districts. At this time, the requirements of 
N.J.A.C.5:70-3 Section 405 Emergency Evacuation Drills (Fire Drills), shall be 
suspended for the duration of the public health emergency.  
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